

Mini-Mesters

The College, Career & Technology Academy, in partnership with South Texas College, enrolls eligible students in mini-mesters, which are condensed college courses offered specifically for CCTA students. CCTA students enroll in the mini-mesters as dual enrollees (simultaneously enrolled in high school and college). Those who pass—and most do—get credit for a full college course as well as experience in college and the sense that they are “college material.” 

KEY PRINCIPLES FOR OFFERING MINI-MESTERS

SCHEDULE THEM STRATEGICALLY

At CCTA, mini-mesters:

· Start just after the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skill are given, in October and in March. This motivates students to continue attending school while waiting for TAKS results.

MAKE THEM ACCESSIBLE

At CCTA:

· Mini-mesters are offered in three ways:  through classes at South Texas College, through classes by an STC instructor at CCTA, and through a college course taught by a CCTA faculty member serving as adjunct faculty at STC.

· For classes at STC, students are bussed from the school to STC and back, so getting to and from class is easy—parking at STC can be a challenge.
· A CCTA staff person immediately calls students who are absent on mini-mester days to make sure they do not miss class.
· When a majority of the students indicate during the intake process that time is of the essence, an STC-certified CCTA teacher can offer a mini-mester on the CCTA campus, eliminating time spent in commuting–although this can limit the mini-mesters available. 

CHOOSE THE COURSES STRATEGICALLY

At CCTA: 

· Mini-mesters are offered based on topics prioritized by students via the interest surveys they complete during intake. Favorite courses include medical terminology and automotive. 
· Mini-mesters are often drawn from the Career and Technical Education offerings. These are hands-on courses that lead to a certificate.
CHOOSE THE TEACHER STRATEGICALLY

STC selects mini-mester teachers who:
· Have been vetted as interested in working with nontraditional students 
· Have attended an STC-run orientation dual enrollment, the services available to the students, and who to contact at CCTA regarding the students  
· Can convey to students the expectation that they will continue on to certificates, Associate’s degrees, and even Bachelor’s degrees

PROMOTE IDENTIFICATION WITH THE COLLEGE

At CCTA, students taking mini-mesters:

· Receive STC photo IDs

· Have access to STC facilities, such as the library, gym, and counselors

· Experience studying for and succeeding in a college course

· Start to identify themselves as college students
For funding mini-mesters, see Funding Dual Enrollment.


